Paraspinal cervical calcifications associated with scleroderma.
Although soft tissue calcifications are well known to occur as a late manifestation in scleroderma, symptomatic paraspinal calcinosis is very rare. Clinically, patients present with focal neck pain, weakness or radiculopathy, and decreased range of motion of the neck. We describe the imaging features of a rare case of cervical paraspinal calcinosis in a 74-year-old woman with long-standing scleroderma. Standard radiography is usually sufficient to confirm the diagnosis, but CT-scan allows a more precise location of the calcifications around the facet joints, sometimes with associated erosions. The advantage of MRI is to evaluate the possible intraspinal extension of the calcifications in case of focal neurological symptomatology.